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What Is UCanGo2? 

• Year-round college access program for high 
school and middle school students 

• Provides information on how to plan, prepare and 
pay for college 

• Helps families create a college-going culture in 
the home 

• Complements the State Regents’ other excellent 
access programs and services 
 



UCanGo2.org 



Students 



Parents 



Counselors 



Resources 



Scholarships 



Search by Deadline 



Search by Category 



UCanGo2 High School Workbooks 



High School Student Workbook 

Covers five main areas of 
college planning: 
 

• Why Go To College? 
• What Do I Want To Be? 
• How Do I Get There? 
• Where Do I Go? 
• How Do I Pay For It? 



Why Go To College? 



Ice Breaker 

Using the first letter of your first name 
describe how you feel about going to 
college. 
 

• Jane = joyous 
• Nancy = nervous 
• Robert = reluctant 

 



Student Concerns 

Use the space provided 
in your workbook to jot 
down ideas, thoughts 
and feelings you have 
about getting a college 
degree or certification. 

 
Positive or negative, 
write them all down.  



Common Concerns 

I don’t like high school.  Why would I want 
to go to college?  

 

     more freedom 

     more choices 

     new opportunities 



Common Concerns 

I don’t know what I want to do with my life 
so there’s no point going to college. 

 

College is an opportunity to explore your likes, 
dislikes and talents.  Take different                  

types of classes and explore new activities to 
learn about yourself. 



Common Concerns 

College is too expensive.   
There’s no way I can afford it. 

 

College costs in terms of tuition, books   and time, 
but it’s a smart investment in  your future. 

Financial aid comes in many forms, including 
grants, scholarships, work-study and student 

loans.   



What’s In It For Me? 



What’s In It For Me? 
  Degree vs. On-the-Job Training 



What Do I Want To Be? 



Ice Breaker 

What are you really good at? 
  

How could these skills  
translate to a career? 

 
 



Job vs. Career 

Job  - A regular activity performed in 
exchange for payment that may be a short-
term position  
 
Career - A long-term profession that 
typically requires specialized training  



Ask Yourself 

• What are your hobbies? 

• Do you work after school or on 
weekends? 

• What do you like most about your job? 
• What’s the one thing you would do for 

the rest of your life, even if no one paid 
you? 



Career Quiz 

Check out the career quiz link in this section 
of your UCanGo2 Student Workbook, called 
DreamIt – DoIt.com. 

The quiz results show your best career 
categories and career options.   
You may also wish to visit the career quiz on 
the Okcollegestart.org website.  



Sample Slide Title 

Explore career options at  
OKcollegestart.org 



Career Plan Options 

Degree/Certification: 
Veterinary Medicine/ 
Veterinary Technician  

Possible careers: 

veterinarian; livestock market 
forecaster; animal industry 

advertising; animal sanctuary 
caretaker; zoological curator  



Career Plan Options 

Degree: Math  

Possible careers: 

accountant; actuary;  
air traffic controller; 

climate analyst;     
bank examiner; 

appraiser; forensic 
analyst; financial 
planner; teacher  



Career Plan 

  Your career plan should 
   include: 

•  a specific goal 
•  the training required 
•  a list of skills needed 
•  work and activities to 
      help gain experience  
•  a plan of action for 
      accomplishing your goal  



Ten Most Popular Occupations in Oklahoma 
Requiring a Bachelor’s Degree or Higher 



Ten Most Popular Occupations in Oklahoma 
Requiring an Associate Degree or Certification 



How Do I Get There? 



Ice Breaker 

Pick one item from your pocket, purse, wallet or 
body (jewelry, belt, etc.) and explain to the class 
how that item will help you plan and prepare for 

college.  
 

• an ink pen = helps me practice my admissions essay 

• lip gloss = helps me look polished during a job 
interview so I can save money for living expenses 

• glasses = help me see the board so I can take good 
notes during class 

 



How Do I Get There? 

• Outlines college entrance requirements and 
ACT/SAT testing 
 Free practice tests on OKcollegestart.org 

• Explains the benefits of good study habits  

• Covers ways to save on college costs 
 Concurrent enrollment 
 AP courses 
 Cooperative Alliance 
 

 
 



Take the Right Classes 

If you plan to attend a public 
college or university in Oklahoma, 
you need to take certain courses 

during high school.  
 

Visit OKcollegestart.org to find 
school-specific requirements.  



Take the Right Classes 



Track It 



Oklahoma’s Promise 



Study Skills 

In Class  
•  listen carefully and ask questions  
•  take notes and write clearly 
•  write down assignments and due dates  

At Home 
•  turn off the TV, iPad and cell phone 
•  get in a routine 
•  organize your desk, papers and supplies 
•  schedule time to study when you’re at your 
  best; waiting until midnight the night before a 
  big exam isn’t a good idea 
•  study the most difficult subject first 



ACT 

• Stands for American College Testing 
• More common in Oklahoma than the SAT 
• Composed of four sections: 

    English skills 
  math skills 
  reading comprehension skills 
  science reasoning skills 
  writing (optional) 

• Scores range from 1 to 36 
• National average score 21.1 
• Register online at ACTstudent.org 



SAT 

• Stands for Scholastic Aptitude Test 
• Three sections: 

  writing 
  critical reading 
  mathematics 

• Scores range from 600 to 2400 
• Average overall national score is 1500 
• Register online and find future test dates at 

SAT.CollegeBoard.org 
 



Oklahoma Test Score Requirements 

Minimum ACT/SAT scores 
required at some  

Oklahoma institutions 
Oklahoma State University ACT 24 or SAT 1090 

University of Oklahoma ACT 24 or SAT 1090 

University of Science & Arts of OK ACT 24 or SAT 1090 

Most regional universities ACT 20 or SAT 940 

Most community colleges Open enrollment 



Go The Extra Mile 

Extracurricular activities            
(volunteering, school-related                       
or community-related) can                        
give you an edge during the                 
college admission and                       
scholarship process. 



High School Checklists 



Where Do I Go? 



Ice Breaker 

BINGO 
 

Walk around the room and look 
for people who fit the statements 

listed on your card. Write their 
name in the space provided.  

 
The first person to get bingo 

wins!   
 



Where Do I Go? 

• Provides research tips to help students make 
an informed choice 

• Explains how to set up a successful college 
visit 

• Supplies a list of questions to ask at various 
offices on a school campus 
 

 



What’s My Type? 

• Community College  

• Four-year University 

• Online school 

• Private school 

• Professional or 
Technical Branch 

• Proprietary school 

• Public school 

• Regional University 

• Research University 

• Technology Center 

• Theological school 

• Two-year College 

• Tribal College 



Location, Location, Location 

 Urban Urban 

Suburban 

Rural 



How Do I Choose? 



Things To Consider 

• Campus size 
• Affordability 
• Courses offered 
• Admission requirements 
• Location 



Campus Visits 



How Do I Pay For It? 



How Do I Pay For It? 

• Provides a review of current college 
expenses 

• Explains the different categories of financial 
aid available 

• Describes the FAFSA  (Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid) with tips for completing 
the application 

 
 



Paying For College 

•  College is an investment in your 
     future 
•  Many forms of financial aid are 
     available to help you pay for your 
     education 



What’s Financial Aid? 

Financial aid is money to help you pay 
educational costs, such as: 
 

• Tuition 
• Fees 
• Books 
• Room and board 
• Transportation 
• Personal expenses 



Ice Breaker 

What was the total amount of 
financial aid awarded by 
Oklahoma State University      
during the 2011-2012  
academic year?  This includes 
all grants, loans and 
scholarships in their 
undergraduate, graduate and 
veterinary programs. 

Over $260 million 



FAFSA Facts 

• Complete the FAFSA every year you need 
financial aid for college 

• Complete the FAFSA as soon after January 1st as 
possible to meet deadlines 

• Fill out the form online, if possible 
• Sign electronically with a Personal Identification 

Number (PIN) 
• Never pay to complete this form; it’s a FREE 

application 



FAFSA.gov 

FREE 
APPLICATION 
  FOR 
FEDERAL 
STUDENT  
AID 



Why Online? 

• Quicker processing time 
  3-5 days vs. 4-6 weeks for paper FAFSA       

• Help and Hints boxes provided with every     
question 

• Saves time and helps you meet deadlines 

• Electronically sign using your Personal 
Identification Number (PIN) 



Student Demographics 

Help and 

Hints 

boxes are 
located on 
each 
screen to 
assist you 

Use your full 
name as 
shown on 
your Social 
Security card 



School Selection 

You can send your 
FAFSA to 10 
different schools. 
 
If you don’t know 
the school’s 6- digit 
code, you can 
search by School 
Name, City or State. 



Dependent or Independent? 

Your answers to 
these questions will 
determine your 
dependency status.   



Dependency Status 

• Dependent students must provide 
parental information 

• Independent students aren’t required to 
show parental information unless 
requested by their school 



IRS Data Retrieval 

• While completing the FAFSA online, applicants 
may submit a real-time request to IRS for tax 
data 

• IRS will authenticate taxpayer’s identity 

• If match found, IRS sends real-time results to 
applicant in a new window 

• Applicants choose whether or not to transfer 
tax data to FAFSA 



IRS Data Retrieval 

Click here to 
transfer your tax 
information to the 
FAFSA form. 



Financial Need 

Cost of Attendance 

         - Expected Family Contribution 

- ________________Other Aid 

Financial Need 



Types of Financial Aid 

Grants and scholarships  
• considered gift aid  
• typically don’t have to be repaid 

Federal work-study  
• allows students to work at their school or at authorized 

sites to earn money for school 

Student loans  
• low cost, flexible federal student loan options should be 

exhausted before considering “private” or “alternative” 
loans 

• loans must be repaid with interest 



State Financial Aid 

Oklahoma Tuition Aid Grant (OTAG) 
 

• Apply through the FAFSA 
• Application deadline March 1, 2013 
• $1,000 annual maximum for public schools; 

$1,300 annual maximum for private schools 
• Need-based 

 

 



Scholarships 



Be Scholarship Ready 

• Make a list of possible scholarships. 

• Apply for as many as you can. 

• Study hard. 

• Volunteer. 

• Participate in extracurricular activities. 

• Follow social media. 
 

 



Try These Tips 

• Clean up your Facebook page 
• Be complete and on time 
• Watch for scholarship announcements  

through your email 
• Set up a Google Alert 
• ‘Like’ Facebook sites that may offer 

scholarships 
• Send a written thank you note 



Search For It 

• UCanGo2.org 
• Okcollegestart.org 
• FastWeb.com 
• OCCF.org 
• Scholarships360.org 
• CollegeAnswer.com 
• ScholarshipExperts.com 
• FinAid.org 
 

 



Increase Your Chances 

If ABC Company             offers a scholarship:  
• 100 students may receive the application 
• 75 students will fill out the one page form 
• 50 students will submit the one page form 

along with an essay 
• Less than 25 students will submit the form, 

essay, resume and letters of recommendation 



College Planning Publications 



UCanGo2 Middle School Workbooks 



Middle School Workbook 

Covers four main areas of preparing for 
high school and college: 
 

• Where Am I Headed? 
• Why Should I Go? 
• Where Do I Start? 
• How Do I Get There? 

 



Where Am I Headed? 



Why Should I Go? 



Where Do I Start? 



How Do I Get There? 



Middle School Checklists 



Contact Us 

Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education 
Oklahoma College Assistance Program 

Outreach Department 
Kelli Kelnar 

 

405.234.4239 
866.443.7420 (toll free) 
UCanGo2@ocap.org 


